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~ UNIVERSITY OF 
~ Southern Maine 
Department of Theatre presents 
two student written one acts 
Seven Minutes 
in Heaven 




Persuasion l yMotthowT.Co~ 
St. Lawrence Arts and Community Center 
St. Lawrence Church, Portland 
Saturday, December 8 through Saturday, December 15, 2001 
December 8, and 11-15 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday Matinee, December 9 at 5:00 p.m. 
Factors of the Mythological Persuasion 
by Matthew T. Cary 
Playwright's Notes 
This script has been a three year work in progress. Stuck on 
the back burner over and over. To see what I write better; drama or 
comedy - I finally picked it up again and finished it. Though I may 
never feel it is finished, it may always need work in my eyes, but I 
hope you enjoy the show. Thanks to Dr. Stump and Tom and Bill 
for their support. 
Seven Minutes in Heaven 
By Michelle Leeman 
Playwright's notes 
Michelle discovered playwriting by accident. One day a friend 
asked her to write a play for a festival and it's really all downhill 
from there. She also designs costumes and sometimes you can catch 
her acting here at USM. She hopes you enjoy the show. 
Director's Notes 
Each year students in our playwriting course, taught by Professor 
Walter Stump, offer their final course efforts to be read and 
selected for possible productions the following semester. The body 
of potential scripts comes entirely from that class and usually 
numbers between 10 and 15 student playwrights. Professor Stump 
guides students through this effort, and then the directors select the 
best two plays, giving them productions with faculty direction, 
scene designs and budget support. This is a unique opportunity for 
an untried and unproduced playwright to have a full scale 
production of his or her work. 
Primarily an educational process for our students, we all work 
for the best production values possible. Keep in mind that this 
program really focuses on teaching students to work with new and 
untested material while providing the playwright with the 
opportunity to see what does and does not work. There are no 
guarantees in the process. 
Some of our former playwrights have gone on to have their 
work published and to move into exciting graduate programs in the 
field. Some have not enjoyed that success. Our commitment is to 
produce the plays coming from Professor's Stumps' class with 
enthusiasm and professionalism. W.P.S. & T.A.P. 
For more information about our shows and programs, 
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Lewiston/Auburn's Professional Theatre 
* BLITHE SPIRIT by Noel Coward Oct 12 - 21 A ghostly comedy to pick up your spirits. 
* SPOUSAL DEAFNESS and other bones of contention Nov 2 - 11 
The title says it all! From the creators of IDA: WOMAN WHO RUNS WITH THE MOOSE. 
* A CHRISTMAS CAROL by Charles Dickens, adapted by Christopher Schario 
& HOLIDAY CELEBRATION Dec 14, 15, 16 
The perfect holiday show for the whole family! * DINNER WITH FRIENDS by Donald Margolies Jan 25 - Feb 3 
The Maine Premiere of the Winner of the 2000 Pulitzer Prize! Satisfying food for thought for 
anyone who is, was, or thinking about getting married. Contains mature themes and language. 
* FUDDY MEERS by David Lindsay-Abaire Mar 15 • 24 
The Maine premiere of this outrageously funny Off-Broadway hit! An amnesia victim goes on 
a wacky, wild and ultimately touching ride down memory lane. Contains adult language. 
*THE PAVILION by Craig Wright May 3 -12 
A 201h High School reunion is the backdrop for this charming, insightful and poignantly 
romantic new play about the desire to tum back time. A 2000 Pulitzer Prize nominee! 
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Leigh Raposo, Hope Heister 
Student Written One Acts 
Directors 
Scenic Design 
Costume Design Team 
Lighting Design 
Sound Design 
Thomas Power & William Steele 
Charles S. Kading 
Jonna Whittemore (Steve, Susan, & Timmy) 
Kellsy McKilligan (Santa) 
Jillian Caton (Monster & Tooth Fairy) 
Tara A. Smith (Easter Bunny & Boogie Man) 
Lynn Bettencourt (Drew & Clark) 
Courtney Elliott (Bella, Cindy, & Girl in Bar) 
Piper Silverthorne (God & Angels) 
Jamie Grant 
Matthew T. Cary 
Seven Minutes in Heaven 
by Michelle Leeman 
Nate Greene 
Ethan Hinton 










God & Neighbor 
Bella 
Girl in a bar 
Angel 
Angel 
There will be a fifteen minute intermission. 
Please, no photos are allowed during the performance. 
Also please turn off beepers and phones as a courtesy to the actors 
and other audience members. 
Factors of the Mythological Persuasion 
by Matthew T. Cary 
Ariel Francoeur 
Kellsy MacKilligan 








Susan the Mother 
Steve the Imaginary Friend 
Phil the Monster Under the Bed 
Santa Claus 
Vita the Tooth Fairy 
Jose the Boogie Man 
Brenda the Easter Bunny 
Cast Biographies 
Seven Minutes in Heaven: 
Ariel Francoeur (Angel & Timmy in Mythological ) - Orwell, 
Vermont 
is a sophomore theatre major. This is her third performance at USM, having 
recently appeared in The Good Woman of Setzuan, Somewhere in Between, and 
Bound. This summer she was "Pinocchio" for Two Lights Theatre Ensemble. 
Nate Greene (Clark) Windham, Maine 
is a sophomore theatre major who is making his main stage debut. He has 
previously appeared at USM as "Brad Majors" in the MTPlayers production of 
Rocky Horror, and as "Harry Rote" in the SPA production of Wait Until Dark. 
Nate is looking forward to his future in theatre at USM. 
Caroline Guilmartin 
(Bella & The Toothfairy in Mythological) - Kennebunk, Maine 
is a junior theatre major and education minor at USM. Other roles at USM 
include "Linda" in Play It Again Sam, for which she was an Irene Ryan nominee, 
and "Panope" in Phaedra. She would like to thank William Steele and Tom 
Power for casting her in these plays and Jilli Caton who is a wonderful stage 
manager. 
Ethan Hinton (Drew) - Bath, Maine 
is a sophomore theatre major. This is Ethan's second role at USM. He was a 
property man in Good Woman of Setzuan. Thank you Angela for your support. 
Samantha Kinne 
(Angel & Brenda the Easter Bunny in Mythological) - Cumberland, 
Maine 
is a senior theatre major. After taking a year off to experience directing and 
designing she returned to the stage as the Second Reader in The Importance of 
Being Wilde. She will be appearing as the Baker's Wife in the Spring 
performance of Into the Woods. 
Tara A. Smith (Cindy and Costume Design) - Millinocket, Maine 
for Easter Bunny & Boogie Man in Mythological. Tara is a junior theatre 
major. She has been involved in many USM productions, and was most recently 
seen as "First Reader" in The Importance of Being Wilde. Also look for her 
costume designing debut in The Factors of the Mythological Persuasion and her 
directing debut of True West this spring with SPA. Thanks to Walker and Kris 
Hall for her guidance. 
----------------"==------------·-·-· 
Ben Wake (God & Neighbor) - Windham, Maine 
Ben is a sophomore who is majoring in Math and Computer Science. This year 
he started as the "Third Reader" in The Importance of Being Wilde. 
Antonina Zykova (Girl in a bar) - Odessa, Ukraine 
Antonina is an international exchange-student from Odessa, Ukraine, "The Pearl 
of the Black Sea," majoring in International Relations. She studies at Odessa 
State Economic University (Tourism) and performs in Odessa Russian Drama 
Theater. She received a special scholarship from Odessa's mayor. Recently she 
appeared as the "Daughter/Prostitute" in The Good Woman of Setzuan. She 
views theatre as a spiritual source of inspiration. 
Factors of the Mythological Persuasion: 
David Branch (Jose The Boogie Man) - Saranac Lake, NY 
is an undeclared sophomore. He is currently the Advertising Director at 
Discovery Maine Magazine. David was an Irene Ryan nominee for his 
performances in We Won't Pay! and Dancing At Lughnasa. 
Mark Friedlander (Phil the Monster Under the Bed) - Gorham, ME 
is a sophomore theatre major. His previous roles include "Jasper" in Somewhere 
in Between (for which he received an Irene Ryan nomination) and "Yang Sun" in 
The Good Woman of Setzuan. 
Kellsy MacKilligan (Susan the Mother and Costume Design) 
for Santa in Mythological. Kellsy has just returned to USM from a year of 
study in England. She performed recently as "Susy" in the Student Performing 
Artists' production of Wait Until Dark at USM. 
Christopher Ian Parker 
(Steve the Imaginary Friend) - Truro, Cornwall, England 
is an international exchange student from King Alfred's College, Winchester, 
England. He is a BA Drama major. Previous roles include "Shu Fu" in The 
Good Woman of Setzuan, "Torvald Helmer" in A Doll's House, and Hamlet. 
Special thanks to Molly, Ryland and Mike for their help and encouragement. 
Gerry Shannon (Santa Claus) - Oxford Hills, ME 
is a senior theatre major. Previous roles at USM include "Guy Jolly" in The 
Unwritten Song, "Diesel" in West Side Story, and numerous dance roles in Taste 
of Killing, Fixin' Amos, and Dance USM! He has also choreographed for Dance 
USM! Last spring he wore many hats for the MTP!ayers production of The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show, including Co-Director, Music Director, 
Choreographer, and Set Designer. 
Artistic Staff Biographies 
Matthew T. Cary (Playwright, Mythological) - Hampden, ME 
is a senior theatre major at USM. As a past two time recipient of SPA's "Best 
Ten Minute Play" award he is very excited to see his work come to life onstage. 
He recently directed Wait Until Dark with SPA in October and appeared as 
Giovanni in We Won't Pay!, We Won't Pay! 
Michelle Leeman 
(Playwright, Seven Minutes) - Wiscasset/ Portland, ME 
is a fourth year theatre major. At USM she has performed as "Peg" in Anasazi, 
"Chrissy" in Dancing at Lughnasa and has also had many other backstage roles 
such as being the costume designer for Dance USM! 'OJ, Wait Until Dark, 
Unwritten Song, and Rocky Horror Show. "Thanks to Dr. Stump for his 
guidance during the writing process and to Caleb Wilson for his help keeping me 
motivated." 
Thomas A. Power (Director) 
Thomas A. Power, Associate Professor of Theatre, teaches acting and directing at 
the University of Southern Maine and has been writing and producing for many 
years. Professor Power is a member of the Dramatist Guild. 
William Steele (Director) 
William Steele, Associate Professor of Theatre, has been teaching acting, 
directing, journalistic drama criticism and speech at the University of Southern 
Maine since 1967. Professor Steele is a member of the Screen Actor's Guild, 
Dramatists Guild, and the American Federation of Television and Radio Artists. 
Charles S. Kading (Scenic Design) 
Charles has taught design and stage craft at USM for 23 years. His professional 
credits include Titanic, Chamberlain, and Blood Brothers for Maine State Music 
Theatre; Big River, My Fair Lady, and Cabaret for Philadelphia's Walnut Street 
Theater; Noises Off! and Blithe Spirit at the Alabama Shakespeare Festival. He 
also worked extensively at The Alley Theater in Houston where his credits 
include the US premiere of Alan Ayckbourne's Henceforward. In addition, 
Charles has designed scenery for the Seattle Repertory Theatre, Intiman Theatre, 
Cabaret Repertory Theatre and Portland Stage. He is currently chair of the 
Theatre Department. 
-------"'====· -,==~~--~-·~ == 
Kris Hall (Design Team Coordinator/Costume Shop Supervisor) 
Kris has coordinated student designers for Dance USM! and last year's student 
written play Unwritten Song. She also designed costumes for USM's production 
of Baltimore Waltz last fall. Her previous design credits include work at Mad 
Horse Theatre and L.A. Public Theatre. She has also worked at Maine State 
Music Theatre in Brunswick, ME and George Street Playhouse in New Jersey. 
Lynn Bettencourt (Costume Design) - Middleborro, MA. 
for Clark and Drew in Seven Minutes in Heaven. Lynn is once again dabbling 
her fingers in costume design. For the past two years she designed for Dance 
USM!, officially and unofficially. Lynn is excited to be able to design for this 
show. She is a senior theatre major and graduating in the spring. She'd like to 
thank Kris and Sue for their guidance through this project. 
Jillian Caton (Stage Manager, Costume Design) 
for Monster and Tooth Fairy in Mythological. Jillian is a senior theatre major. 
Previous shows she has stage managed for include Frankenstein, The Baltimore 
Waltz, and We Won't Pay. She also played the role of the tourist in the SPA 
production of Somewhere in Between. She would like to thank her parents for 
their continued support. 
Courtney A. Elliott (Costume Design) Newport, VT. 
for Bella Williams, Cindy Styles and the Girl in Bar for Seven Minutes in 
Heaven, Courtney is a senior theatre major. She spent her Junior year studying 
theatre in England. This is her first time costume designing. She will be 
performing in Into The Woods this spring and costume designing the SPA show 
True West. 
Piper Silverthorne (Costume Design) Deming, New Mexico 
for "God" and the "Angels" in Seven Minutes in Heaven. She is a theater major 
here at USM. She helped pattern and build costumes for USM productions last 
spring and also this fall for The Good Woman of Setzuan. She hopes to pursue a 
career in costume design. 
Jonna Whittemore (Costume Design) 
for Timmy, Susan and Steve in Mythological. Jonna is a theatre major with a 
design and technical concentration.This production marks her second costume 
design here at USM. Previously her designs were seen in Dance USM! 2001. 
Jonna has also run light board, crafted props and assistant stage managed at 
USM. She spent last summer working in the props department at Maine State 
Music Theatre. 
Jamie Grant (Lighting Design) 
Jamie, a former graduate of the University of Southern Maine Theatre 
Department, has recently returned to Maine after receiving his master's degree in 
design from New York University. His lighting credits include work with 
choreographers Tere O'Connor, Bill T. Jones, Keven Wynn, Diane Coburn 
Bruning, and director Michael Sexton. Jamie was resident lighting designer for 
the Second A venue Dance Company for two years. He has also assisted on 
Macbeth at the Juilliard School, and locally, Portland Ballet's Victorian 
Nutcracker. 
Matthew Meeds (Technical Director) 
Matthew Meeds joined the Department in September of 2000. Matthew came to 
us from the local theatre community where he has worked at the Mad Horse 
Theatre, the Public Theatre, and the Theatre at Monmouth, as well as "away" 
theaters such as George Street Playhouse in NJ, Syracuse Stage, and 
Pennsylvania Centre Stage. 
******************************* 
USM Playwriting Program: 
The two plays performed today are a part of a unique program instituted several 
years ago by the Theatre Department at USM designed to provide student writers 
an opportunity to have their work recognized. Students first enroll in either THE 
250: Playwriting or THE 350: Advanced Playwriting where the art of 
playwriting is studied and a play created. The plays are then given a readers 
theatre performance and viewed by faculty directors who make a selection. The 
selected play is staged by the Theatre Department and respondents from the 
Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival are invited to view the 
production. If a play is selected by KC/ACTF, it could receive publication, and 
national recognition for the writer. We are proud of our program and very proud 
of these young writers. 
* * * 
These plays are entered in the KC/ACTF XXXIV Michael Kanin Playwriting 
Awards program and are being considered for the John Cauble Short Play Award. 
* * * 
Factors of Mythological Persuasion is also being considered for the Anchorage 
Press Plays Playwriting Award for Theatre for Youth. 
******************************** 
Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival™ XXXIV 
· Presented and Produced by 
The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
Supported in Part by 
The Kennedy Center Corporate Fund 
The' US Department of Education 
, Delta 
. The National Committee for the Performi11g:Art_i 
Dr. and Mrs.Gerald McNi~hols 
The:HRH Fou.11datiori 
This production is entered in the Kennedy Center Americ~n College Theater 
.. Festival(KC/ ACTF). The .aims of this national theater education pfqgram are fo 
identify and promote quality in college-level theater produ,ctio~m:ithis endt 
each production .entered is eligible for a rt!sponse bya.·regiorial KC/ACTF 
representative, and.certain students are,selected to partidpMe inKC/ACTF 
prograrris involving awards, scholarships, and special grantsfor.actorsjplay~ 
wrights, designers;and critics at both_ the regional and riationai ieveis. . . 
· Productions entered on the Participati~g levelare eligibleforincllision ~t the 
KC/ ACTF regional festival and can also be considered for invitation to the 
KC/ACTF national festival at the Jo.hn F. Kennedy Center forJhePeH6ri'ning 
Arts in Washingto~, DC in the spring of 2002.. · . · 
Last year more than .1,200. productions and l98;d00 studen~f~;rticipatedin '. 
. the .American CoUegeTheater Festival.nationwide. By/e11~erilig:jh1{produc~ 
tion;,our department is sharing ihthe KciACTF goals'to.help c~ilegetheater 
grow and to focus attention on the exemplary work:produced in cdll~ge and. . 
university theaters across the .nation. . . . . . . . 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~.·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~..-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-




Conhell Concert Hall, USM Gorham campus 
Fridays, 8:00 p.m. 
September 28•0pening Faculty Concert 
All Our] azz ! 
The USM Faculty Jazz Ensemble 
Sponsored by Gorham Savings Banh 
October 26 and November 2 
Laura Kargul, Solo Piano 
October 26 sponsored by ARAMARK 
November 2 
Scholarship Benefit Concert 
Sponsored by Key Banh 
November 30 
Horn with Strings Attached 
John Boden, horn, with violin, viola and cello 
· Sponsored by PIP Printing 
February 1 
Music, Dear Solace to 
My Thoughts 
B1uce Fithian, lenor 
with Olav Chris Henriksen, lute, 
and Carol Lewis, viol da gamba 
Sponsored by Filene's 
March 15 
Classical and Contemporary 
Keith Crook, guitar and lute 
Sponsor TBA 
April 19 
My Favorite Things 
Betty Rines, tmmpet and 
Judith Hunt Quimby, piano 
Sponsored by Tucker Anthony 
Tickets: $10/$7/5, Box office 207-780-5555 
www.usm.maine.edu/music 
For reservations, information, or access inquiries, 
call 780-5555, TIT 780-5646 
Friday, December 7, 2001 
Special Event • Season of Light 
'Puttin' on the Ritz' 
11th Annual Scholarship Gala 
Sponsored by Portland Volvo 
:EJUNIVERSITY OF · 
~ Southern Maine 
A member of the University of Mo1ine System 
University of Southern Main 
Department of Theatre e 
Theatre at USM 
2001-2002 Theatre Season 
October 5-14 
The Importance of Being Wilde 
Snapshots from the Life and Worhs of 
Oscar Wilde 
Directed by Walter Stump 
November 9-18 
The Good Woman of Setzuan 
Bv Benoit Brecht 
Directed by Minot· Rootes 
December 8-15 
Original One Acts 
Student Written 
Directed by Thomas Power and William Steele 
St. Lawrence Arts and Community Center, 
Portland 
February 8-9 Student Scene Showcase 
Some of Our Best! 
March 8-17 
Into the Woods 
By Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine 
Directed by Wil Kilroy 
Music direction by Beth Barefoot -Jones 
April 26-May 4 
Multi-Media(tion) 
Directed by Assunta Kent 
February 15-16 Convocation Presentation: 
"Diaspora: Meanings of Home" 
Africa/Portland 
Directed by Emmanuelle Chaulet 
All shows at the 
Main Stage, Russell Hall, 
USM Gorham campus unless otherwise noted 
Tuesday-Saturday performances, 7:30 p. m. 
Sunday performances, 5:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $10 general public, $7 seniors, 
$5 students/USM faculty/staff. 
Into the Woods musical: $12/$9/$5 
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